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[bookmark: _GoBack]Background/Problem Statement
Adolescents and youth represent a critical demographic in the transition from childhood to adulthood, yet they disproportionately suffer from sexual and reproductive health (SRH) ill-health due to a lack of adequate knowledge to make informed decisions. In low- and middle-income countries like Ethiopia, this manifests in high rates of unmet need for family planning, unintended pregnancies, and sexually transmitted infections. There is an urgent need for innovative, scalable, and youth-friendly strategies to deliver accurate SRH information and improve knowledge and attitudes, thereby enabling this group to exercise their sexual and reproductive health rights (SRHR).
Summary of the Innovation
This study developed and tested "Furtuu," a contextually relevant, user-friendly mobile application designed to provide comprehensive SRH education to school-going adolescents and youth in Jimma Town, Ethiopia. The application was developed using a cross-platform framework (Flutter) to ensure compatibility with both Android and iOS devices. Its content, available in local languages (Amharic and Afaan Oromo) and accessible offline, was aligned with national priorities and local culture. It addressed key SRH topics, including contraception, STIs, menstrual health, and SRHR, to increase awareness and foster positive attitudes.
Potential Impact of the Innovation
A quasi-experimental study demonstrated the application's significant effectiveness. Using propensity score matching and difference-in-differences analyses, the intervention was found to increase knowledge of SRHR by 26.8 percentage points, knowledge of SRH by 11.5 percentage points, and positive attitudes towards SRHR by 27.4 percentage points. This demonstrates the potent role of digital health tools in rapidly improving key psychosocial determinants that are foundational for healthier sexual behaviors and outcomes among young people.
Piloting and Scaling Strategy
The innovation was piloted over six months among 538 students aged 15-24 in four high schools in Jimma Town, using a controlled design. For scaling, a strategic rollout integrating with Ethiopia's existing educational and health systems is proposed. This could involve partnerships with the Ministry of Education to incorporate the app into school health programs and with the Ministry of Health to feature it in youth-friendly service centers, using a phased regional expansion.
Resourcing and Sustainability:
Initial development was likely resourced through academic institutional support. Long-term sustainability can be achieved by leveraging public-sector digital health initiatives and exploring partnerships with non-governmental organizations focused on adolescent health. Minimal maintenance costs for server hosting and periodic content updates make it a cost-effective intervention. Embedding the application within government structures ensures its longevity and potential for nationwide impact. 
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